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Gary Poyner managed to get the above observations of the 1992
minimum of this long-period eclipsing binary which I publicised
in vso 7. He used his 22cm and 40cm reflectors. Unfortunately.
cloud prevented him from getting any observations of the rise so
it is not possible to derive a time of minimum. The preliminary
dip to 10M8 in February looks interesting. However. I was wrong
when I stated in VSO 7 that the GCVS suggests that the brighter
component might itself be variable. The comment "A var?" in the
GCVS refers to the amplitude of the eclipses. not to component A.

I have passed on Gary's observations to Jindfich §ilhén, in

Czechoslovakia, who was organising a campaign on EE Cephei
in that country.
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VSS Computing Resuits

Dave McAdam sent the above, rather impressive light-curves of the
Mira star R Aquilae (1982-87) and the RV Tauri variable R Scuti
(1989-90). These are just a taster of what should be appearing

in the next VSS Circular. The dots are 10-day means, the larger
the dot, the more points going to make up the mean. The error
bars represent the extreme limits of the values which make up each
mean (it might be better to plot error bars based on the standard
deviation as this would reduce the tendency for larger dots to have
larger error bars). Dave still needs more people to help him with
the typing in of observations. If you have a PC then you really
should do your bit to help.

SZ Piscium

This 7th-magnitude eclipsing binary was noted as showing large
deviations from predictions by John Isles (JBAA 101, 219-222, 1991).
That was based on observations made in the 1970's. More recent
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observations made by Melvyn Taylor show that the star continues to
deviate from the best-available elements, those in the Krakow Year-
book. The accompanying light-curve shows Melvyn's observations
plotted against phase according to the Krakow elements. Although
there is a lot of scatter, and the amplitude would appear to be
rather less than the O0M54 given in the GCVS, it is clear that the
primary minimum is occurring at about phase 0.8. In other words,
the eclipses are occurring almost 20 hours earlier than predicted

SZ Psc is classified as an RS Canes Venaticorum-type eclipsing

binary which means that its components show 'star spots'. These
distort the light-curve and have certain characteristic effects on
the spectrum. RS CVn-type binaries are a subject of considerable
interest to some professional astronomers and it is rather surprising
to find that a bright example has been as neglected as SZ Psc has.
According to the Krakow Yearbook, no timings of its minima have been
published since 1985. Further visual observations would be useful
in order to confirm Melvyn's results and to keep track of when the
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