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Editorial

The VSO is intended to be a monthly circular carrying short
articles, letters and snippets of news on subjects of general
interest to variable star observers. It is not meant to be a
vehicle for the final publication of observational results and
serious papers, nor is it intended to rival the news distribution
system of The Astronomer. If the VSO makes observers, no matter
where they live or what eguipment they use, feel more a part of
the variable star community and encourages them to make more
observations -then it will be doing its job.

The VSO welcomes and, indeed, needs contributions from its
readers, so if you have a short article for us, or a question,

or a complaint, or if you've just got a good light-curve which
you are particularly proud of, then send it to the above address.
Do try to keep the articles short though; no more than one side
of A4 typed or two sides handwritten.

Notes from a Fledgling Photometrist
By Malcolm Porter

How accurate are your variable star estimates? Mine are
generally around +-0.02 mags! Interested, then read on!

There’s no trick to it I simply use a photometer, and 1’4
recommend it to anyone. Whether you buy one of the
commercially available models or build your own instrument,
moving up to photoelectric photometry may not be as difficult
or expensive as you might have thought.

Last summer I was lucky enough to attend the AAVSO meeting
held in Brussels, Belgium. This was a marvellous opportunity
to find out what variable star observers from around the World
are doing. In particular, my imagination was caught by a talk
given by the American professional, Dr. Douglas Hall, on PEP
for amateurs. Apart from saying how easy it is to do PEP, Dr.
Hall suggsted some commercially available photometers produced
in the US - in particular the Optec SSP-3 (if you read ’Sky +
Telescope’ magazine you may have seen advertisements for this
device). As I am not a person who finds making things very
easy the idea of a ‘ready-to-go’ instrument sounded great.
Also, the Optec SSP-3 is priced quite reasonably (as these

‘things go!), and can also be obtained on the second-hand
market.












